
Grade 3:  Theme 1   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website  
 

 Week 1   Short vowels sounds;  i, e, a 
 

Week 2   More Short vowel sounds:  o, u 
  

Week 3   Vowel-Consonant-e pattern 

 Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 
Sp

el
lin

g

test 
dish 

mix 
milk 
smell 
last 
 
class 
left 
thick  
send 
thin 
stick 
 

 
*head 
*friend 

empty 
glance 

hop  
much 

pond 
luck 
drop 
lot 
rub 
drum 
sock 
hunt 
crop 
shut 
 

*does 
*won 
 
 

dodge 
dusk 

side 
hope 

smoke 
huge  
save  
life 
wide 
mine 
grade  
smile 
note 
cube 
 

*come 
*love 
 

escape 
slope 

 Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

 

step 
think 
ask 
went 
next 
thank 

spill 
lunch 
crust 
splash 
fell 
pink  
jog 
crash 
mess 
spent 
twist 
blink 

dance 
wreck 
fluffy 
tremble 
crisp 
edge 
half 
dizzy 
fantastic 
fancy 
clock 
clock 
shell 
brick 
brag 
bring 
brat 
grab 
grin  
grass 
grand 
grip 

trip 
trap 
trot 
trick 
truck 
track 
crab 
crib 
cram 

spot 
truck 
chop 
such 
club 
rock 
 

front 
trust 
jog 
lump 
stuff 
lock 

crumb 
crunchy 
topic 
grumpy 
fluffy 
pumpkin 
west 
bled 
whip 
mitt 
shock 
knob 
trust 
crust 
frost 
odd 
catch 
witch  
patch 
fetch 
hutch  
itch 
switch 

dance 
prince 
fence 
since 
give 
live 
ridge 
edge 
wedge 

made 
ate 
hole 
five 
cute 

stove 
safe 
tune 
vote 
rule 
spoke 
wife 
drive 
shake 

mistake 
surprise 
alive 
explode 
divide 
awhile 
chute 
polite 
telescope 
maze 
geese 
cheese 
scene 
theme 
seize 
piece 
niece 
eve 
price 
spine 
life 
vine 
knife 
 

hire 
tire 
fire 
wire 
love 
gone 
crude 
flute 

*These words are exceptions to the principle.



Grade 3:  Theme 2   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website  
 

 Week 1   More Long vowel spellings 
 

Long a (ai, ay)     Long e (ee, ea) 

Week 2   Long o sound:  oa, ow, o 
  

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g 

Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 
clean 
play 

paint  
clay 
feel 
leave 
seem 
speak 
paid 
lay 
need 
 

*neighbor 
*eight 
*weigh 

needle 
crayon 

cold 
snow 

coach 
blow 
float 
hold 
sold 
soap 
row 
own 
both 
most 

*sew 
*though  
 

tomorrow 
program 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

 

Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

green 
rain 
please 
mail 
keep 

sea 
peek 
leaf 
spray 
pail 
sweet 
main 
pain 
bleed 
neat 
pray 

afraid 
weakly 
raisin 
Wednesday 
easel 
delay 
easy 
explain 
squeal 
major 
climate 
bacon 
even 
lazy 
secret 
human 
music 
fever 
silent 
writer 
rival  
shining 
moping 
motel 
 

hotel 
pilot 
diner 
regard  
become 

show 
told 
grow 
road 
boat 

coat 
goal 
snow 
loan 
gold 
goat 
bowl 
foam 

boast 
unknown 
grown 
shallow 
hollow 
comb 
clothes 
obey 
roll 
stroll 
mold 
scold 
fold 
folk 
host 
post 
coach 
throat 
toast 
roast 
soak 
croak 

smoking 
stroking 
lowdown 
frozen 
spoken 
voter 
protest 
solar 
closure 

*  These words are exceptions to the principle.



Grade 3:  Theme 2   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website 

 Week 3  Three-letter clusters and unexpected consonant patterns Week 4   Long i sounds:  igh, i, ie 
 
 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g 

Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 
catch 
two 

spring 
knee 
throw 
patch 
strong 
wrap 
three 
watch 
street 
know 
spread 
write 

strength 
kitchen 

find 
high 

wild 
bright 
die 
sight 
child 
pie 
fight 
lie 
tight 
tie 
might 
mind 
 

design 
delight 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

 

Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 
 straight 

scream 
stream 
spray 
screen 
string 
scrape 
strap 
thrill 
threw 
throat 
scratch 
knot 
wrong 
knife  
knock  
write  
match  
know  
wrinkle  
itch  
kneel  
stitch  
knit 

struggle 
thread 
sprinkle 
strange  
strict 
scramble 
stretcher 
knuckle 
knight  
wring  
sketch  
wreck  
notch 
constant 
dolphin 
laughter 
pilgrim 
instant 
complain 
hundred 
monster 
orchard 
orphan 
public 

purchase 
shrimp 
drench  
tempt  
wretch 

     
 

 

 



Grade 3:  Theme 3    
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website  
 

 Week 1   Vowel sounds in clown and lawn Week 2   vowel + /r/ sounds:   
/är/   /ir/   /or/  /ur/ 

Week 3 Tthe /j/, /k/, and /kw/ sounds 

 Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g town 
small 

clown 
lawn 
talk 
sound 
cloth 
would 
also 
mouth 
crown 
soft 
count 
law 
 
 

 bounce 
officer 

hard 
morning 

girl clear her turn 
dark work smart 
word hurt serve 
north third 

tornado 
scurried 

rock job large 
gym 
skin 
quick 
picnic 
park 
jeans 
crack 
orange 
second 
squeeze 

* judge courage  
insect 

 Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

 out 
found 
down 
mouse 
how 
brown 
saw 
draw 
call  
log  
paw 
off 
 

pound 
cloud 
growl 
straw 
walk 
claw  
tall 
chalk 
hall 
crowd 
round 
bow 
loud 
ground 
frown 
proud 
owl 
ouch 
raw 
straw 
almost 
wall 
cost  
salt 
crawl  

false 
jaw 

tower 
allow 
pounce 
awful 
sprout 
powder 
mountain 
thousand 
amount 
scald 
flaw  
often 
all right 
frosting 
squawk 
bald  
stall  
false 
small 
hawk 
draw 
crawl  
paw 
caught 
cause  

taught 
sauce  
haul 
fought 
ought 

short 
story 
party 
farm 
horn 
for 

cart 
ear 
fork 
dear 
alarm 
shore 
dirt 
nurse 
skirt 
curl 
world 
worse 
storm 
star 
fourth 
door 
art 
near 
march 
torn 
fear 
mark 
porch 
horse 
first 
 

her 
were 
bird 
shirt 
church 
worm 

corner 
partner 
sparkle 
important 
thirsty 
Thursday 
sturdy 
Saturday 
argue 
alarm 
carton 
artist 
horrible 
perfect 
turtle 
person 
iceberg 
jerky 
spear 
queer 
swear 
beard  
 

herb  
mare 
scare 
poor floor
your 
swore 
score 
shore 
chore 

just 
jar 
black 
coat 
king 
clock 
kick 
close 
lake 
ask 
pick 
truck 
back 
bake 
kite 
take  
fork 
neck 
hike 
pack 
cake 

page 
July 
circus 
jump 
stage 
large 
age 
June 
giraffe 
cage 
junk 
change 
charge 
jelly 
queen 
quick 
school 
quart 
week 
quit 
click 
skill 
 

cheek 
scarf 
squeak 
work 
basket 
knock 
rocket 
snack 
dock 
shake 

January 
gentle 
plunge 
juice 
giant 
journal 
gentle 
jagged 
freckles 
tickle 
correct 
cactus 
quiz 
question 
badge 
ridge 
edge 
fudge 
hedge 
dodge 
camp 
 

cast  
cue 
gym  
gem  
germ 
square 
squawk 
squint 
squash 

*  This word is an exception to the principle.



Homophone Units   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website 
 

 Grade 3:  Theme 3 Grade 4:  Theme 1 *Grade 5:  NONE 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 P
ro

gr
am

 

Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 
eye 
I 

hear 
here 
new 
knew 
its 
it’s 
our 
hour 
their 
their 
they’re 
 
 
 
 

seen 
scene 

it 
it’s 
there 
their 
they’re 

steel 
steal 
lead 
led 
wait 
weight 
wear 
ware 
peek 
peak 
deer 
dear 
ring 
writing 

creak 
creek 
beet 
beat 
meet 
meat 

pour 
pore 
vain 
vein 
vane 

 
 

   

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
el

lin
g 

W
or

ds
 f

ro
m

  H
ou

gh
to

n
 M

if
fl

in
 W

eb
si

te
 Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

to 
too 
two 
tail 
tale 
plane 
plain 
rode 
road 
hole 
whole 
week 
weak 
pail 
pale 

meat 
meet 
one 
won 
sale 
sail 
dear 
deer 
threw 
through 
blue 
blew 
sent 
scent 
cent 

peace 
piece 
warn 
worn 
bored 
board 
brake 
break 
be 
bee 
I  
eye 
aye 
no 
know 
hear 
here 
bear 
bare 
 
 

by 
buy 
bye 
ate 
eight 
for 
four 
red 
read 
led 
lead 

hear 
here 
your 
you’re  

pain 
pane 
peace 
piece 
heard 
herd 

ore 
oar 
sent 
scent 
cent 
dried 
dyed 
bury 
berry 
plane 
plain 
stare 
stair 
weed 
we’d 
time 
thyme 
 

flour 
flower 
write 
right 
jeans 
genes 
lie 
lye 
gate 
gait 
 

    

 

*  Teachers may create there own review as needed.



Grade 3:  Theme 4   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website 

1  Week   The vowel _ r sound in hair Week 2   Added Endings:  -ed, -ing, -es 
  

Week 3  Words with prefixes and suffixes 
Prefixes:  re- (again), un- (not or opposite of) 
Suffixes:  -ful (full of), -ly (in a way that is), -er (a person 
 who)

 Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g 

buy 
could 

hair 
care 
chair 
pair 
bear 
scare 
air 
pear 
bare 
fair 
share 
 
 

*where 
 

flair 
farewell 

making 
stopped 

cared 
babies 
saving 
carried 
fixing 
hurried 
joking 
smiled 
parties 

chopped 
grinning 
wrapped 

moving  
libraries 

have 
said 

helper 
unfair 
friendly 
unhappy
remak
e 
careful 
hopefu
l 

 
unlike 
retell  
sadly 
farmer 
unhurt 

unimportant 
silently 

 Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
el

lin
g 

W
or

ds
 f

ro
m

  H
ou

gh
to

n
 M

if
fl

in
 W

eb
si

te
 

 wear 
spare 
dare 
glare 
stairs 

 compare 
aware 
repair 
prepare 
declare 
flare 
fare 
fair 
rare 
pare 
stare 
lair 
there 
their 
they’re 
swear 
hare 
blare 
share 
mare 
square 
snare 

 running 
clapped 
closed 
sitting 
hoping 

tapping 
rubbed 
smiled 
dropped
patted 
loved 
taking 
ripped 
hopping
coming 

 scaring  
bruised 
propped 
freezing 
jammed 
trimming 
popping 
dragging 
wagging 
quitting 
wasting 
whining 
tacking 
sticking 
tracking 
plucking 
wrecking 
clucking 
grabbed 
stopped 
wagged 
knotted 
whizzed  

 
caused 
purred 
baking 
skating 
waving 
moving 
caring 
framed 

 redo 
untie 
refill 
unlock 
unsafe 
reuse 
unpack 
replay 
quickly 
teacher 
thankful
leader 
skater 
useful 
kindly 
rewrite 
unkind 
untie 
unclear 
unwrap 
renew 
 

rejoin 
unfold 
slowly 
singer 
thankfu
l 
speake
r 
caller 
playful 
warmly 
coldly 

untrue 
review 
unhealthy 
officer 
wishfully 
quietly 
graceful 
revisit 
unbuckle 
remind 
unready 
unable 
listener 
calmly 
safely 
wonderful 
skier 
colorful 
uncover 
undress 
unplug 
retrain 
return 

research 
happily 
correctly 
clearly 
safely 
horribly 
hourly 
certainly 
sensibly 

*  This word is an exception to the principle. 



Grade 3:  Theme 5   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website  
 

 Week 1   Vowel sound as in tooth and cook Week 2   Vowel sound as in bought 
  

Week 3     Syllabication of VCCV pattern 
Divide into syllables between the two consonants, whether 
they are the same or different

 Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g 

good 
soon 

tooth 
chew 
grew 
cook 
boot 
flew 
shook 
balloon 
drew 
spoon 

*shoe 
*blue 

loose  
brook 

teeth 
was 

caught 
thought 
bought 
fought 
daughter
taught 
brought 
ought 
 

*laugh 
*through 
*enough 
*cough 

sought 
granddaughter 

after  
funny 

Monday 
sudden 
until 
forget 
happen 
follow 
dollar 
window 
hello 
market 
pretty 
order 
 

 stubborn 
expect 

 

 Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

A
dd

it
io

n
al

 S
pe

lli
n

g 
W

or
ds

 f
ro

m
  H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 W
eb

si
te

 look 
room 
foot 
took 
zoo 

root 
roof 
stool 
crew 
hood 
fool 
blew 
wood 

 choose 
view 
scoop 
crooked 
foolish 
jewel 
noodle 
scooter 
booth 
droopy 
cartoon 
rooster 
proofread 
spoonful 
cookbook 
moose 
crook 
clue 
flue 
hue 
cruel 
stew 
dew 
brew 
fruit 

suit 
bruise 
juice 
plume 
prude 

dog 
paw 
call 
saw 
ball 
all 
draw 
small 
log 
fall 

raw 
walk 
lawn 
claw 
straw 
chalk 
stall 

 false 
naughty 
awful 
all right 
trough 
cough 
caught 
fault 
pause 
sauce 
taught 
haunt 
launch 
squawk 
sprawl 
gnaw 
bald 
false 
hawk 
raw 
crawl 
paw 
 

caught 
cause 
taught 
sauce 
haul 

under 
sister 

carry 
garden 
napkin 
number
invite 
enjoy 
Sunday 
garden 
basket 
scamper
danger 
carpet 
margin 
target 

 problem 
thunder 
scatter 
wisdom 
survive 
harvest 
compose 
perform 
expert 
personal 
welcome 
offer 
fellow 
barber 
tender 
common 
urgent 
attend 
perform 
support 
escape 
allow 
 

disturb 
suppose 
raccoon 
dipper 
foggy 
spatter 
sudden 
cottage 

*  These words are exceptions to the principle.



Grade 3:  Theme 6   
HM Expanded Spelling Word List:  Core and Website  
 

 Week 1  Words that end with final –er or –le 
Common Spelling:  /әr/ er        /әl/ le 
Less Common /әr/ or               /әl/ el 

Week 2   Words that begin with a or be
  

Week 3  Contractions 

 Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge Review Basic Challenge 

C
or

e 
H

ou
gh

to
n

 M
if

fl
in

 S
pe

lli
n

g 

flower 
people 

summer 
winter 
little 
October 
travel 
color 
apple 
able 
November 
ever 
later 
purple 
 
 

thermometer  
mumble 

they 
want 

begin 
again 
around 
before 
away 
about 
alive 
because 
ahead 
between 
behind 
ago 

awhile 
beyond 

can’t 
isn’t 

I’m 
he’s 
aren’t 
couldn’t 
won’t 
o’clock 
wouldn’t 
weren’t 
she’s 
wasn’t 
I’d 
shouldn’t 
 

 let’s 
who’s 

 

 Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge Easy Average Challenge 

H
ou

gh
to

n
 M

if
fl

in
 W

eb
si

te
 

mother 
father 
water 
over 
sister 

butter 
cracker 
bubble 
simple 
hammer 
middle 
never 
zipper 
giggle 
sneaker 

 gather 
trouble 
icicle 
answer 
castle 
puzzle 
sweater 
tackle 
freezer 
dreamer 
blister 
jogger 
speaker 
skater 
hamburger 
deliver 
chapter 
angle 
little 
rattle 
settle 
cattle 
nibble 
turtle 

table 
fable 
meter 
river 
trailer 
waiter 

 above 
alone 
asleep 
become 
belong 

among 
beware 
agree 
await 
behave 
beneath 
allowed 
aloud 
alert 
agitator 
awful 
altar 
alter 
accept 
angle 
area 
aggravat
e 
allure 
amnesia 
along 
agent 
 

angel 
beggar 
berry 
beech 
beach 
bell 
belt 
benign 
believe 
belief 

I’ve 
didn’t 
you’ll 
we’ve 

don’t  
we’re 
there’s 
could’ve 
should’ve 
they’re 
doesn’t 
here’s 
 

 needn’t 
mustn’t 
would’ve 
won’t 
couldn’t 
weren’t 
doesn’t 
aren’t 
there’s 
he’d 
haven’t 
hadn’t 
he’ll 
where’s 
who’s 
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